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57th General Conference Session 2000

PLACE: SkyDomeand Metro Toronto Convention
Centre, Toronto, Canada

DATES. June25-June29 (Sunday -Thursday)
World Minigters Council
June29- July 08 (T hur sday - Sabbath)
Genera Conference Session

THEME: Almost Home

General Conference Session: How Much
Will It Cost?

Genera Conference Sessionsare probably the most
expens ve meetings held by the Church onaregular basis
and yet, at the sametime, oneof theleast expensive means
of helping to keep aunited church. They certainly arenot
the only factors contributing to theunity of theworldwide
Church, but they go alongway in keeping ustogether asa
denomination and givean opportunity for wideinputinthe

sel ection of leadership, setting of Church policesand review

of progresstoward fulfillment of thegospel commission.

The Genera Conference budget bearsthe costs of the
Sessionfacilitiesand programming, aswell astravel and
accommodation expensesfor most GC Executive Commit-
tee membersand support staff. It also coversmajor costs
for mediacoverage, including theaudiovisua andtechnical
support to provideimage magnification for thosein

attendance at the SkyDome aswell asuplinking reportsand

programsfor satellite and Internet transmission around the
globe. Thistechnology allowsmajor sectorsof our world

membership to participatein the Session experienceevenif
they cannot be present in Toronto.

The General Conference has set aside approximately
US$5.5 millioninitsbudget over thepast fiveyearsto
cover thecostsfor the Session. Although US$5.5 million
isalarge sum of money and must be spent wisdly, it
represents approximately ten cents per member per year
over thefive-year period.

The SkyDomewill beablessinginthatit will allow
seating on theweekendsfor approximately 65,000
delegatesand visitors, however, it wasnot designed with
anevent such asthe GC Sessioninmind. Itrequiresa
maor outlay of fundsto provideimage magnification,
satisfactory sound qudity, and satellite uplinksof the
programs.

* Thefacility rental for both the SkyDomeand the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre, aswell asfacility
servicessuch ascleaning, ushering and security, which
must be provided by contract, total alittle over
US$900,000.

* Thedelegate expense, including travel and
accommodations, of the GC Executive Committee
members, for which the General Conferenceisrespon-
sible, total sapproximately US$510,000.

* Thecost for equipment and furniturerental, stage
design and stage congtruction isapproximately
US$470,000.

* Thecost related to image magnification, audio and
lighting inthe SkyDome, aswell asthe production costs
for the crew and management to operate the camerasand
audio system, isjust under US$1,000,000.

* The cost for broadcast production, facilitiesand
crew isapproximately US$640,000 whilethe satellite
rental to enable our membersaround theworldto
downlink thereportsand programswill run around
US$400,000.

* Providing sound systemsand image magnificationin
thelarger hallsfor thewomen’smeetings, youth meetings,
children’sprogramsandin over 70 other roomswill cost
over US$280,000.

* Support staff and services, including travel and
accommodations, costs over US$250,000.

* Programming and materialsrun closeto
US$235,000.
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* Thereisabudget of US$85,000 for simultaneous
interpretationinto 12 languages.

* [twill cost over US$140,000 for printing of the
extraissues of the Adventist Review which servesasthe
official minutesof the GC Session.

Therearea so additional coststothe Divisionswhich
arenot reflected intheabovefigures. Thesecostsinclude
travel and accommodation expensesfor their del egates, as
well aspreparation of their Divison reportsand exhibits.

We pray that al who participatein thisGC Session
experiencewill begreatly blessed and asthey returnto
their homes, churchesandingtitutions, they will havea
greater resolveto complete the mission of the church so

wewill haveno need for further GC Sessions. [Robert
Lemon]

Toronto Media Anticipate Adventist
World Convention

The Toronto mediaare actively anticipating the
Seventh-day Adventist Church’sWorld Sessionto beheld
inthecity June29to July 8. After making mediavisitsthis
past week, “themediapersonne areredly interestedin
thisimportant event, thelargest in Toronto’shistory,”
comments BettinaKrause, mediare ationsdirector for the
Adventist world Church.

Some 60,000 Adventists are expected during the ten-
day event which bringstogether Church membersfromal
over theworld for aconventionthat will tackleplanning
for thefuture, areview of past activities, and theelection
of the Church’stop leadership, saysKrause.

“Thisisour biggest convention ever, andit will makea
hugeimpact on Toronto intermsof thetourism economy
aswell asan opportunity for Adventiststo show who they
redlly are. Thegreat diversity of the Church—in culture,
language, background and nationaity—will bereflected,
aswell asthe unity we shareasbrothersand sistersin
Chrigt.”

Not only will the Church be meeting for businessin
Toronto'slargest venue, the SkyDome stadium, but also

to celebrate together and to sharein awide number of
publicevents.

“So many different off-siteeventsare planned it’shard
to keep track of them,” says Charlotte McClure, external
eventscoordinator. “ We are expecting many musical
groups, singersand choirsfrom all over theworld, aswell
asmimeartists, creativechildren’sministriesand a
host of othersaspart of theyouth activities of Impact
2000.”

Reportsinthe pressare aready discussing the boost to
tourism and businessin Toronto asaresult of what one
articlecaled the Church’'s “monster convention.”

“We plan to take advantage of thisunique opportunity
to let othersknow what the Church standsfor,” Krause
concludes. “Wewant to rightly represent the God we
believeinand expressour valuesand beliefsinwaysthat

will beexciting and interesting.” [Jonathan Gallagher]

Special Events “ Off-Site” Feature
Music and Cultural Performances

Survey resultsfrom the Seventh-day Adventist
Church’ swebsite—www.adventi st.org—show that one of
two features anticipated most by people attending the GC
Sessonis“themusic.” And during thiscoming Session,
more musical performancesrepresenting every part of the
Church around theworld will befesatured than ever before.

But what happenswhen their seven minuteson stageis
over? They go out-of-doorsto perform during lunchtime
concertsat pre-arranged spotswithin walking distance of
the SkyDome.

Oneof several venuesincludes Metro Square, just one
and one-half blocks straight north of the Front Street
entranceto the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Atthe
Squareisastage overlooking agrassy park, where
Session participantsand Torontonianscan Sit or stand by
and enjoy atop-quality concert. Another of thevenuesis
Round House Park, just outside the SkyDome and the CN
Tower. A stagewill beset upthere, dongwithafew
picnic tablesand grassy space.
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Watch for noticesat the Session of where* off-site”
concertswill be staged and who will beperforming. Also
check thewebsite and the Adventist Review Daily
Bulletins. [CharlotteMcClure]

An Invitation to See the Adventist Flag
Raised in Toronto

Where: Nathan Phillips Square (outside Toronto City
Hal)

When: Monday, June 26, 2000, 12:00-12:30 p.m.

Toronto Mayor, Mel Lastman and Seventh-day
Adventist Church president, Pastor Jan Paulsen will be
among those participating inanoontimeflag-raising
ceremony inthe square outside Toronto City Hall on
Monday, June26. Other local city officialsand Church
leaders, from Canadaand around theworld, will also be
on hand asMayor L astman wel comesthe 60,000-plus
Adventiststo town for what will be Toronto’slargest
convention ever.

All areinvited to comeand seethisflag-raising
ceremony in Toronto’sNathan Phillips Square. The
Adventist flagwill fly in Toronto throughout theten days of

the General Conference Session. [BettinaKrause]

Opening Ceremony Highlight:
Unveiling of Adventist Stamp
by Canada Post

Thelong-awaited unveiling of the CanadaPost
Seventh-day Adventist commemorative postage slamp will
take place during the GC Session opening ceremony on
Thursday evening, June 29.

“Thiswill beamoment to remember,” saysRay
Dabrowski, communication director for the Adventist
Church. “Thestamp, whichincludesthe Churchlogo and
featuresadramaticimage of the sun breaking through the
clouds, isthefirst stamp honoring the Adventist Church to
beissuedin North America”

The stamp issue has generated some mediacoverage
in Canada, including atwo-pagearticleinthe May/June
2000 edition of the magazine Canada’'s Samp Detalils.
Thestamp’srelease, saysthearticle, will mark thefirst
timeinthe Adventist Church’s 137-year history that
Canadahashosted a General Conference Session. The
new stamp isdescribed as* aunique memento of an
important iritua gethering.”

A CanadaPost official will participateintheunveiling
ceremony at the SkyDome. The Officia First Day Cover
will becancelled on June 29, officialy launching the 46-
cent ssamp, whichwill beavailableeither singly, or asa
16-stamp pane. The stamp can be purchased throughout
theten daysof the Session at aspecial CanadaPost booth
intheexhibitition areaof the Metro Toronto Convention

Centre. [BettinaKrause]

A Ridetothe Top Gives a
Looney for Local Food Bank

CN Tower rises above the Metro Toronto Convention
Centreand the SkyDome offering afull-circumference
view of thecity, the bay and beyond. It'sagreat rideto the
top and athrill to step out onto aglassfloor—if you dare!

Buying aticket to experiencethe CN Tower features
getsyou morethan aview from theworld'shighest indoor
observationgalery. By showing your identification badge
fromthe General Conference Session, you get agreatly
reduced price, plusCN Tower will contribute $1—a
L ooney in Canadian money—~back to the Session for
every ticket sale.

At theclosing of the Session, the General Conference
will total the L ooneysand present agift check to Toronto
Mayor Mel Lastman for the Daily Bread Food Bank. It'sa
niceway to say “thank you” for Toronto’shospitality and

seethecity. [CharlotteMcClure]
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Sabbath Food Drive Helps
Feed the Hungry in Toronto

Onthefinal Sabbath of the General Conference
Session, July 8, everyoneisinvited to bring non-perishable
food to the SkyDometo stock thewarehouse of the Daily
Bread Food Bank in Toronto.

Trucksfrom the Food Bank will be parked aong the

curb outsidethe SkyDome on Bremmar Boulevard to
collect cans, boxes, and bags of food brought by generous
Adventist Chrigtians attending the Session. The Food
Bank will haul the contributionsback to their warehouseto
sort and distributefood to along list of organizationsthat
feed needy peopleamong thefour million residents of
Toronto. Severd of those organi zationsare Seventh-day
Adventist churchesand Community Servicesgroups.

Many small grocery and convenience storesare
located beneath the office buildingsand along the PATH in
the downtown area. The concierge or front desk person at
your hotel can givedirectionsto astorelocated near you
or the SkyDome.

Toronto Seventh-day Adventistsareaskedtojointhe
effort by collectingfoodintheir local churcheson previous
Sabbathsand bringing it with them to the SkyDomeon

July 8. [CharlotteMcClure]

Making the Session Happen: A Look
Behind the Scenes

Toronto 2000. What acontrast it will beto previous
Genera Conference Sessions, especially thelast onein
Utrecht wherewe provided housing for about 5,000
attendees. Thiswasdoneby installing 8 miles(or 14
kilometers) of one-meter panelsdividealargewarehouse
spaceinto dormitories. For thedormitoriesarea, we
purchased 2,605 air mattresses, rented 782 single beds,
manufactured 868 clothesracks, dongwithingtaling 11
yellow cabinsor portable bathroomswith showers. This

time, however, wearenot planning to providedormitory-
typehousingin Toronto.

To set up our satellite officesin Utrecht, werented 153
desks, 38 copiersand fax machines, 301 secretarial
chairs, 108 executive chairs, and shipped over 66 desktop
computers.

In comparison, our setupin Toronto will include 94
desks, 15 copiersand fax machines, 164 secretarial
chairs, 22 executive chairsand 65 desktop computers.

In Toronto, we have obtai ned the services of Xerox
Business Systemsto handle our copying needs. Withan
estimated two million copiesto be printed, they will have
their handsfull. Thisservicewill keep usfromhavingto
rent the 26 copiersthat have been requested. Wewill
only haveto provide some convenience copiersfrom our
owninventory.

We have al so arranged donationsfrom Baldwin for
two grand pianos and aconcert organ for the SkyDome
stege.

A General Conference National Accounts Partner,
Nationa Church Furnishings, will bedonating the use of
ten platform chairsand the main podium.

Thefood servicein Toronto will be provided by the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. They have made
arrangementswith Worthington Foodsto supply 50 truck
loads of frozen vegetarian analog meatsfor the Session.
Should we betaking suggestions on what to dowiththe
|eftovers? [wayneCalbi]

Getting Around at the Session

General Conference Sessionsare packed with many
and varied memories, yet with asensethat God ismoving
inapowerful way to bring about the desired conclusionto
Hismissononthisearth.

Reflecting personally on past Sessions, I' m always
struck with thefact that | haverolled up so many
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additiona milesonmy legsand feet. At one Session—dueto
thegreat distancestravel ed- suggested skatesfor some of
thestaff. Bicyclesand golf cartshave been used on certain
occasions. Delegatesand staff should be prepared to walk
milesover the course of theten daysyou areat Session.

But there came good newsthisyear. The SkyDome,
wherethe Sessionistotakeplacein Toronto, will be
carpeted! The SkyDome has consented to carpet the floor
withtheir Astroturf. Gonefromthis Sessionwill bethe
sound of high heelsclicking downtheaides, aswell asvoice
noise dueto thereverberations off concretefloors. But what
ismuch moreimportant isthat the stressonthelegswill be
greatly reduced on theturf.

If you are coming to the Session, you' re still going to
haveto useyour legsat thismeeting, soif you arenot
exercisng now, | strongly urgeyouto start a walking
program. Thecarpet will help some, but therewill begreat
distancesto cover and you' Il need to bein shapein order
to do that with dispatch. Comfortable shoesare il agreat
investment.

Therewill aso be better viewing of the proceedingsdue
to thelarge Jumbotron located directly over the center of
thestagearea. Duetothesize of the SkyDome, one can
cover theview of the speaker with one'slittlefinger. But
with the Jumbotron, onewill be ableto seetheimage of that

personlargeand lifted upinfull view of al. [ThomasNeslund]
Tipson Tipping

Tipsor service chargesare not usually added to
restaurant billsin Canada. Salary levelsin many restaurants
are based on the assumption that staff will receivea
significant proportion of theirincomeintips. If youare
satisfied with the servicereceived, atip of 15 percentisthe
usua amount given.

Bellhops, doormen, redcaps (porters) and similar staff at
hotels, airportsand railway stationsare generally paid C$1
per item of luggage carried.

Theappropriatetip for hotel maid serviceis C$1 per
person in the room. [Session Management]

Last |Issue

Thisisthelast issue of the Session 2000 News
Bulletin. Thiswasanew and exciting venturefor usand
we hopethat you enjoyed getting abehind-the-scenes
glimpseof someof the preparationsthat go into planning
suchahugeevent.

We hopeyou have awonderful, positive experience
at the Session, fellowshipping with brothersand sisters
fromaround theworld. Andwehopethecity of
Torontowill know alot more about Seventh-day
Adventistsby the close of the Session. [LynnE Friday]




